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KEYNOTE SPEAKER:
Larry Marx

Larry Marx has dedicated

his career to advancing

social, economic, and

racial justice, focusing on
empowering vulnerable
communities to recognize and
use their own power for change. After moving to
Rochester 15 years ago so his wife’s family could

help care for their daughters, Natalie and Naomi, he
became CEO of The Children’s Agenda in 2012. Under
his leadership, the organization grew from four to
twelve staff and expanded from a behind-the-scenes
research group to a force combining parent organizing,
coalition building, grassroots advocacy, and data-
driven policy work at both state and local levels.

He has served in key volunteer leadership roles,
including Board Chair of the National Partnership for
America’s Children, an appointee to the Governor’s
Child Care Availability Task Force, and contributor

to local initiatives such as the Council of Agency
Executives, Rochester-Monroe Anti-Poverty Initiative,
and ROC the Future Alliance.

DR. RUTH LAWRENCE
PRESIDENT’S AWARD
HONOREE:

Reverend
Sebrone Johnson

Sebrone O’Neil Johnson is

a dynamic leader serving as
Senior Pastor of Greater Harvest
Church, General Partner of lvolve Me Wellness
Centers, and CEO of EDceptional, supporting nearly
10,000 Rochester families. He holds degrees in
Applied Mathematics and Economics, a Master of
Divinity from Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity
School, and executive training from Duke University,
earning distinctions such as All-American Scholar
and Northstar Network Healthcare Fellow.

He chairs the Urban League of Rochester and serves
on the National Urban League board, along with
advisory roles at the University of Rochester Medical
Center and Excellus BlueCross BlueShield. Guided
by a commitment to equity and community uplift,
Rev. Johnson works to expand educational access
and strengthen the mental, physical, and spiritual
well-being of underserved communities.



PATIENTS FIRST AWARDS LUNCHEON

CHAMPIONS For CHILDREN

Friday, September 25, 2026
Hyatt Regency Rochester
12:00 noon — 1:30 p.m.
Kindly RSVP by September 18.

ABOUT THE AWARD

The President’s Award was established in 2010. Renamed the Dr. Ruth Lawrence President’s Award
in 2019, this award is given to an individual who has served and advocated for members of the
Upstate region to further the health, education, and well-being of our neighborhoods. Their dedication
and service to the community is a reflection of the legacy of our namesake, Dr. Anthony L. Jordan.
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